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Guitars
All of B.B. King’s fans must know of 
Lucille – King’s beloved instrument 
– but few are familiar with the many 
incarnations Lucille took on throughout 
King’s career. Nearly forty of B.B. King’s 
guitars are being offered at unreserved 
auction, including three authentic 
“Lucille” guitars that King brought with 
him on the road for performances. 
In addition are guitars that King kept 
near him in his home, many of which 
were created by Gibson, King’s guitar 
manufacturer of choice.



600. 2005 Gibson ES-345 
Special Edition 80th Birthday 
Lucille Guitar

100. 1985 Gibson 
“Lucille” Custom Model

300. 2009 Gibson 
ES-345 Special Edition 
83rd Birthday Lucille Guitar



525. Scotty Moore 
Autographed Danville Guitar 
Inscribed to B.B. King

175. 1960’s Stella Harmony 
Guitar, Signed to B.B. King 
from Les Paul

25. B.B. King’s Gibson 
Les Paul Goldtop



Stage
Jackets
Always a man of great style, B.B. King wore the most 
extravagant, vibrant jackets when appearing on 
stage. Nearly one hundred such jackets are being 
sold in this auction. The entirety of the Stage 
Jacket collection was custom tailored for B.B. 
King, and many feature personalized patches 
stitched into the jacket lining denoting 
them as custom creations made for the 
King of the Blues. These stunning jackets 
certainly reflect the exciting nature of 
this beloved musician.



115. 215.

598. 272.



726. 701.

238. 507.



Awards
B.B. King was beloved by many, and widely 
considered one of the most talented Blues 
musicians of his generation. He was always 
being awarded new accolades and honors 
to celebrate his talent and achievements. 
Over one hundred such awards are being 
offered at auction, including several of King’s 
Grammy Nomination medals, the National 
Medal of Arts awarded to King by President 
Bush, and the Living Legends Medal awarded 
to King by the Library of Congress.



347. Grammy Nomination for 
“It’s Just a Matter of Time,” 1977

116. Memphis Music Hall 
of Fame Induction Trophy

266. Library of Congress Medal

665. Hollywood Walk of Fame



Jewelry
B.B. King undoubtedly had a sharp eye 
for detail, and no outfit would have been 
complete without a classy bracelet or a 
sharp pair of cufflinks. The auction will 
include a number of noteworthy pieces 
of jewelry, including B.B. King’s iconic 
signature “B.B.” ring. Also included are 
two bracelets stamped with Nelson 
Mandela’s prison number- a personal gift 
made to King by Mandela, as an apology 
when a scheduled meeting between the 
two in South America was unfortunately 
cancelled. B.B. King treasured this gift 
throughout his life.



160. Bracelet from Nelson Mandela 349. Iconic “B.B.” Ring

440. B.B. King’s “K” Cufflinks 560. B.B. King Ring



Artwork
B.B. King’s music inspired and moved audiences worldwide. It is no surprise 
then that many people, after being touched by King’s unique artistry on the 
guitar, were inspired to make artworks themselves. Vivid watercolors, edgy 
woodblock prints, and massive oil portraits of the King of the Blues were 
created to honor and thank him, heartfelt gifts that were treasured by King. 
Artwork in many mediums and many sizes will be available for bidding.



37. Set of Four B.B. King Woodblock Prints 562. Distinctive Portrait of Mr. King

62. B.B. King Fan Art Piece



182. Fan Painting of B.B. King 242. Fan Painting of B.B. King

142. Portrait of B.B. King



Photography
Over the many decades of his impressive career, B.B. King was photographed 
by many well-regarded photographers, who often gifted to King prints of the 
photographs they took. They paint a picture of King as a soulful musician, and 
the deep emotion with which he approached each performance. In addition, 
the many autographed and inscribed photographs presented to King by other 
musicians and celebrity personalities are a testament to how well-loved and 
admired he was by his contemporaries.



77. B.B. King, Albert King, and Little Milton

99. Photo of B.B. King and Randy Travis, Signed by Travis 193. Ernest Withers Signed Photograph of The King With The King

526. “Eric Clapton Isn’t God, You Are”



Apparel
Coming to auction are not only B.B. King’s 
stylish stage jackets, but also other apparel 
items, such as robes, tour jackets, ties, 
and hats, many of which have also been 
personalized.



494. King’s “B.B.” Jacket

65. B.B. King’s Penn State Jersey



28. Two Japanese 
Robes From B.B. King’s 
Wardrobe

546. 

748.

748.

546.

Hats From B.B. King’s Wardrobe



Documents
Included in the auction are also a variety of paper documents, spanning 
King’s career. Included are not only B.B. King’s original scripts from his 
appearances on television (such as The Cosby Show) or in films (such as 
Blues Brothers 2000), but also a multitude of accolades from government 
institutions, and even a hand-signed letter from President Obama, written 
to B.B. King to congratulate him on the opening of his museum.



273. Accolades from St. Louis, Missouri 211. Letter to B.B. King from President Barack Obama

438. B.B. King’s “Little Miss Little Rock” Script 405. B.B. King Day, Los Angeles



Perhaps one of B.B. King’s most well-known quotes is “The beautiful thing about 
learning is that no one can take it away from you.” Though King did not have a classical 
musical education, he worked hard throughout his career to develop a deep technical 
understanding of musical concepts such as harmonics, chord structures, and other ideas. 
He was constantly working on new songs, and ways to incorporate his learning into new 
methods of composing. These handwritten sheets of notes and lyrics are a testament to the 
inexhaustible work ethic and dedication to music that was such a part of B.B. King.

Handwritten Music



424. B.B. King’s Handwritten Notes in Binder, Approx. 100 pp.

202. “Baby im sorry ...” 351. “i thought that she loved me ...”

498. B.B. King’s Handwritten Notes 4. B.B. King’s Handwritten Notes



Miscellaneous
The B.B. King Collection is filled with unique, one-of-
a-kind finds, unavailable anywhere else. Such delightful 
prizes include B.B. King’s personalized Chattanooga 
Fire Department gear, the custom made red leather 
‘Lucille’ guitar case that was gifted to King by his 
band, and “Little B.B.,” a ventroliquist doll of the King 
of Blues himself, lovingly hand-crafted by a fan and 
presented in his own one-of-a-kind case with his 
partner, the ventriloquist doll Temptation Brown.



699. B.B. King’s Leather Suitcase 241. Happy 80th Birthday B.B.!

3. “B.B. King” Chattanooga White 
Fireman Jacket and Helmet



128. Violin Signed to 
B.B. King by Charlie Daniels

463. “Little B.B.”  Ventriloquist Doll

460. Custom 
“Lucille” Red Leather 
Guitar Case



Personal items
Among the many treasures offered in this collection are many personal 
items that B.B. King kept near at hand throughout his life. Passports with 
crammed pages of stamps from international tours, address books filled 
with contact information, and membership cards to various organizations, 
many bearing King’s signature- all these and more will be available at 
auction for the true B.B. King enthusiasts.



391. B.B. King’s Address Book 109. B.B. King’s Leather Briefcase

534. B.B. King’s Wallet 
and Driver’s License

597. B.B. King’s 
Passport, 1991-2001

621. B.B. King’s Airline 
Credit Cards (Lot of 6)


